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degree at Orleans. This does not mean that Ms
knowledge of the subject was necessarily extensive,
since the payment of the entrance fee was the most
vital part of the examination. In any case, Moliere
had no Intention of being either a lawyer or an
upholsterer. He renounced his succession to the
office, asked for the money bequeathed him by his
mother and, at the age of 31, electrified his father by
declaring that he proposed to become an actor.

Legend asserts that ever since seeing a play at the
age of seven, Moliere had cherished a secret ambition
to go on the stage. In the same way a modern child
may determine to be an engine-driver or a pantomime
horse. This youthful resolution does not prevent
him becoming a stockbroker or a solicitor when he
grows up. No doubt Moliere was fascinated by the
theatre like other youngsters of his social position.
There were several playhouses for him to frequent:
the Hotel de Bourgogne, the Marais, the scene of
Corneille's successes, the Italian theatre where, as
the play was given In a foreign tongue, he may well
have learned much of his art of expressive gesture.
There were, too, the outdoor players of the fairs and
the Pont-Neuf, But some additional Inducement was
needed to make him give up a respectable and assured
position to throw in his lot with people, of whom
many were admittedly * rogues and vagabondsJ, and
all officially outside the pale of the Church. His
father must have been as much taken aback by his
decision as a modern parent would be, were his son
to announce his intention of becoming a professional
gangster.

The determining factor in Moliere's resolve was
a very simple one. The stage did greatly attract him.
But he was even more attracted by a particular actress,
Madeleine Bejart, four years Ms senior. A level-
headed person, she doubtless regarded him, In the